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The Book of Exodus

Introduction 
Background

	The name Exodus is a Greek word which means exit or departure and occurs in Lk. 9:31 (Heb. 11:22; II Pet. 1:15) referring to the Lord’s “decease” (exodon [3x]). The Book of Exodus received its name from the LXX and its name continued in the Vulgate and into English translations.   The Hebrew name is Shemoth meaning “names,” and connects to the shemoth or “the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt” (Gen. 46:8). The Hebrew conjunction “now” (KJV) or “and” connects Exodus with Genesis as its continuation.

The Author

	The author was “Moses” (766x), the one “drawn out” (mashah) of the water (Ex. 2:10), as Scripture revealed. He was told to write certain sections of it (Ex. 17:14; 20:22-23; 24:4; 34:4, 27-29).  OT writers alluded to the Mosaic authorship (Josh. 1:7; 8:31-32; I Ki. 2:3; Mal. 4:4).  NT writers as well attributed Exodus to Moses. For instance Mark attributed Ex. 3:6 to “the book of Moses” (Mk. 12:26).   See also other writers (Lk. 2:22-23; Jn. 5:46-47; 7:19; Acts 3:22; Rom. 10:5).

The Date of Writing and the Exodus

	The date of the writing of Exodus occurred obviously during the lifetime of Moses, sometime between his eightieth birthday (Ex. 7:7) and the end of his life at one hundred and twenty (Dt. 34:7). 
	The biblical date for the Exodus was about 1447/6 BC, based on receiving literally Jeremiah’s statement, saying, “And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD” (I Ki. 6:1).   Therefore, since Saul and David had forty-year reigns each, Solomon began his reign about 967/6 BC and began building the Temple in 963/2 BC, which harmonizes with 42 generations (about 50 years each = 2100 years (Mt. 1:1-17) from the time of Abraham (2100 BC) to the time of Christ, and allows for the literal times of the Judges (Jdg. 11:26) and of the reigns of the kings of Judah and Israel (967-40 = 927- 586 = 341 years).  

The Perspective of Exodus

After the Noachic Flood, the LORD chose a son of Noah to be His peculiar people, namely Shem (“name”) to bear His special name Jehovah.  He called Abraham and made an unconditional covenant with him that his physical and spiritual descendants would ultimately live in the Promised Land during the Millennium and throughout eternity in the New Jerusalem. The LORD gave him the special piece of prized real estate in Canaan for the descendents to dwell with the LORD in the greatest city Jebus (Jerusalem = “city of peace”) in time and in eternity (Gen. 12:1-3; Rev. 21:1 ff.). The Book of Exodus prepared the Jews for their new home!
The Chiasmus of Exodus

A. The Presentation of the Person: Moses (Ex. 1:1-6)
B. The Deliverance by Moses (Ex. 1:7-15:21)
C. The Need for Worship (Ex. 15:22-18:27)
D. The Ten Commandments (Ex. 19-24:18)
C.’ The Need for Worship (Ex. 25:1-31:18)
B.’ The Deliverance of Moses (Ex. 32-34)
A. The Presentation of the Person: Messiah (Ex. 35-40:38)

Chapter One

Ex. 1:1-5
*The three great themes of Exodus are deliverance, morality, and worship for the LORD’s people. *Jehovah had promised great increase for the descendents of Abraham (Gen. 12:2; 15:5).   
*Moses began to list the names (shemoh [Gen. 46:8]) of the people of the “Name” (Gen. 12:8: Shem > Jehovah [Ex. 6:3]), the “children of Israel” (644x). 
*He started with the households of the eleven sons of Jacob/Israel (since Joseph was already in Egypt) and totaled the descendents as seventy (Gen. 46:26; Acts 7:14).
*Moses revealed that the three sons of Noah constituted seventy descendents (Gen. 10:1 ff.): Japheth (14x [vv. 2-5]), Ham (30x [vv. 6-20]) and Shem (26x [vv. 21-31) and he confirmed the seventy nations in Dt. 32:8). Perhaps the Lord sent out the seventy to reach the seventy nations (Lk. 10:1). 
Ex. 1:6-7
*Moses recorded the death of Joseph (Gen. 50:26 [110 years]) and the other eleven sons and that generation.
*Nevertheless, the Israelites grew as the LORD had promised. He told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1:28). Likewise He required Noah (Gen. 8:17; 9:1, 7), Abraham (Gen. 17:2-6; 22:17), Isaac (Gen. 26:4) and Jacob (Gen. 28:3, 14; 48:4). This occurred during the 430 hiatus in Egypt (Ex. 12:40-41). 
Ex 1:8-14
*The first problem that Israel faced was their size. The new king or Pharaoh did not know of Joseph or his contribution. He may have been Amenhotep I (1546-1525 BC).
*Moses recorded that the king called the Jews “the people” (`am) and realized that they were greater than the Egyptians in number and were mightier (i.e., stronger).
*Pharaoh thought that in time of war the Jews may side with the enemy (vv. 10-11).  He decided to use taskmasters to afflict the Israelites. They forced the Jews to construct treasure cities (probably containing weapons in case of an attack), namely Pithom and Raamses.  (They did not build the great pyramids!)
*The more they were afflicted the more Jehovah countered with increase (vv. 12-14). The Egyptians were grieved with the increased Jews as the Jews were grieved with increased rigour!
	*Israel’s bondage was with mortar and brick and working in the fields. They needed a deliverer!
A. The Presentation of the Person: Moses (Ex. 1:1-6)
B. The Deliverance by Moses (Ex. 1:7-15:21)
C. The Need for Worship (Ex. 15:22-18:27)
D. The Ten Commandments (Ex. 19-24:18)
C.’ The Need for Worship (Ex. 25:1-31:18)
B.’ The Deliverance of Moses (Ex. 32-34)
A. The Presentation of the Person: Messiah (Ex. 35-40:38)
Ex. 1:15-16
*The preparation of deliverance by Moses was beginning to develop. The LORD allowed for the second problem for the fruitful Israelis which was the extermination of male babies. “The king of Egypt” (16x), i.e., (mitzrayim [681x] with a dual ending and means “two straits” [i.e., upper and lower straits of Nile] was the son of Ham [Gen. 10:6] and he settled in the land of “two straits”) saw the increase and spoke to the two heads of the Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah (“fair”) and Puah (“splendid”).
*He commanded them and obviously wanted them to pass the message along; that as the midwives helped the women with child-birth they were to kill the baby boys.  The word “stools” (ha’avnayim literally “the two stones”) refers to two stones upon which the mother crouched or squatted as she pushed out the baby.  
*The midwives were to kill a boy but allow a daughter to live. This was post-birth abortion dictated by a pagan with the intention of reducing the population. Abortion is murder and is anti-“be fruitful and multiply.” Any intentional harm after conception is murder (Ps. 139:13-16 [see Margaret Sanger]). 
Ex. 1:17
*The midwives feared God more than they feared man (Prov. 29:25)! They rejected the command of the king and spared the baby boys (Heb. 11:23).
*The theme of the “fear of God” began with Abraham (Gen. 20:11), David claimed he ruled in the “fear of God” (II Sam. 23:3), Paul asserted that wicked mankind lacks the “fear of God” (Rom. 3:18), and enjoined Christians that the manifestation of Spirit-filled living is the “fear of God” (Eph. 5:21).
Ex. 1:18-19
*The king of Egypt demanded accountability from the midwives and accused them of rejecting his command to murder the male babies.  Instead, they “have saved…alive” (Piel or intensive verb chayah)!  
*The midwives had an explanation which may have been true. They responded to Pharaoh (“large house” [268x]) and contrasted the Hebrew women with the Egyptian women, claiming that they had fast or “lively” births and delivered quickly and spared their sons. With so many Jewish women giving birth the midwives were spread thin and could not keep up with the fruitful women! 
*Although the midwives may have lied, deception was acceptable in times of war when the LORD’s people were under attack! For instance, Joshua set up a deceptive military ambush (Josh. 8:2, 4, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21 [7x]), the “LORD set ambushments” (II Chr. 20:22), and Michal deceived Saul with the dummy image of David (I Sam. 19:11-17).  The Christians feigned to send Paul by sea (“as it were”) to deceive the Jews pursuing him (Acts 17:14-15).  But, “Thou shalt not bear false witness” (Ex. 20:16).
Ex. 1:20-22
	*The LORD blessed the midwives with houses and the people with children.  
*Pharaoh wanted all baby boys drowned in the “river” (ye’or [64x]); i.e., “Nile” (nahar > n-h-r > n-h-l > n-l; see also Rhine > r-n > n-l > n-r > r-n). Confound: words by interchange and reversing (Gen. 11:9)! 

Ex. 2:1-2
	*In the Chiastic flow of the Book of Exodus the presentation of the need (1:1-6) and the person of deliverance, Moses (1:7-15:21), began to develop especially in 2:1 ff., with an unknown couple. Within the tribe of Levi a man (Amram “great people” [Ex. 6:20]) took and married a woman (Jochebed “glory of Jehovah” [Num. 26:59]).  
*Jochebed was one of the fruitful Jewish women who conceived and bore in order Miriam, Aaron (Num. 33:39), and Moses.
*She saw something special in Moses (v. 10) that he was “goodly” (tov) as the LORD saw His creation as “good” (cf. Gen. 1:31).  Stephen said that Moses was “exceeding fair” (asteios to Theo or “beautiful to God” [Acts 7:20]) and Paul said that he was a “proper” (asteios) child (Heb. 11:23)!  Because Moses was a boy baby, Jochebed hid him for three months from the ruthless Egyptians who wanted him dead!
Ex. 2:3-4
*One should notice the loving plan of believing Jochebed that she had for the protection of her baby as it became apparent that she had a boy (cf. Heb. 11:23). Egyptian women probably were scouting throughout Goshen for violations. Moses recorded four actions of his mother for protecting him: “she took, she daubed, she put, and she laid.”  
*His mother made a small “ark” (tebah [28x]), like the ark of Noah, from papyrus reeds and covered it with pitch (tar-like substance) to make it watertight.  She put it in the weeds near the shore where it would be easily found.  Jochebed also put the older sister of Moses near the spot to watch over the baby. Obviously, they knew crocodiles were not prevalent and that royalty would wash in the “sacred” waters of the Nile blessed by the deity Hapi.
Ex. 2:5-6
	*The Syrian Naaman gave the biblical backdrop of pagans washing in deity-blessed rivers such as “Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus” (II Ki. 5:6-12).  Likewise, the unnamed “daughter of Pharaoh” came for her daily ablation or washing (rachatz > “rinse”) and her attendants spotted the fragile ark in the precarious waters. The princess was concerned and sent her maid to fetch the ark (the LORD saves inhabitants in arks [Heb. 11:7; I Pet. 3:20]!). 
	*The Egyptian princess opened up the ark and found a baby boy!  Significant in the history of God’s chosen people and the ultimate salvation of the race of Adam was a “babe” (na`ar = boy) that “wept” (bacah [114x]). “Jesus wept” (Jn. 11:35)!
	*Her response saved the baby and the nation: “she had compassion (chamal [41x]) on him” > (Mal. 3:17).  The princess knew her father’s command to slay Hebrew “children” (yeled = male) and yet because Moses cried, her God-given female emotions overcame her fear of the pharaoh.
Ex. 2:7-10 
*The Lord honored the faith of Jochebed and Miriam as the sister inquired of the princess about finding a Jewish wet-nurse to nurse instead of the princess. Obviously, the princess wanted to keep the baby boy! She instructed Miriam thusly, who retrieved Jochebed to nurse her own baby!  
*Furthermore, Jochebed would receive wages for nursing her baby boy!  The blessings of the LORD are More than sufficient (Prov. 10:22; Eph. 1:7)! 
*The godly family raised the son and the princess adopted him and gave him the name “Moses” because she had drawn him out (mashah [3x] not an Egyptian “loan” word) of the Nile (cf. Heb. 11:24-27)!
Ex. 2:11-14
	*The providential protection and preparation for the man Moses jumped from his birth, nativity, youth, and now manhood (cf. Ex. 1:7-15:21) in the swift narrative. Somehow and at sometime Moses became aware of his Jewish roots: “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:24-27). How long could he be bought out by Egypt? Young Christians query how long can I be bought out by secular “Egypt”?
	*At forty, he killed an Egyptian and expected the Jews to understand that he was their deliverer, but instead was rebuked for the killing of the Egyptian, and therefore fled (Acts 7:21-29).  He had seen the burdens upon the Jews by the Egyptians and desired to correct the injustices. Upon killing the Egyptian he buried him in the sand (killing an enemy in “war” was not murder [Dt. 7:2; 13:15]). 
	*Upon seeing two Jews fighting he asked the culprit and was rebuffed with questioning if he were prince and judge over Israel—which he was ultimately! Challenged about a second killing, Moses recognized that the deed was known and feared for his life.
Ex. 2:15
*The knowledge that Moses killed an Egyptian reached Pharaoh who was keen on watching this adopted and prominent Jew.  He wanted to slay this betrayer apparently because Pharaoh understood the influence of Moses as potential leader. 
	*Moses left Goshen and went to the Arabian Peninsula of the Land of Midian (cf. Gen. 25:2) and finally rested at a well. He feared the king at this point but he did not fear Pharaoh when he brought the Jews out of Egypt (Heb. 11:27). There is no discrepancy! 
Ex. 2:16-19
	*Moses ran into another injustice. The seven daughters of the priest of Midian (Reuel [10x] > “friend of God” also Jethro [9x] > “his abundance” [see Ex. 3:1]) drew water for their father’s flocks but were confronted by shepherds. Moses stepped in and “helped” (yasha` [205x] = “saviour”) the daughters and watered their flocks. He finished their watering task quickly. 
*Apparently, the daughters and the shepherds thought he was an Egyptian since he was still wearing Egyptian clothes. He probably scared the shepherds and impressed the daughters!
Ex. 2:20-22
	*Jethro wanted to meet Moses and the daughters called him for bread. Moses married Zipporah (3x) or literally female bird (“Lady Bird”). She birthed Gershom ([14x] literally “a stranger here”) after Moses’ own testimony “I have been a stranger in a strange land,” and Eliezer (I Chr. 23:15).
Ex. 2:23-25
	*Finally Pharaoh died, and in the mean time the Jews were still in bondage and they sighed and cried to the Lord for deliverance (1446 BC). He began to prepare the people for a deliverer while He prepared the deliverer for deliverance!  Moses needed forty years of mundane servitude for preparation as the great deliverer. At 40 he fled Egypt (Acts 7:30), at 80 he delivered Israel from Egypt into the wilderness (Acts 7:36), and at 120 he died before entering the Promise Land (Dt. 34:7).  Moses: 1526-1406 BC. The LORD remembered the patriarchs and delivered Israel (Gen. 12:1-3). 
Ex. 3:1
	*For the next forty years “Moses” (829x [Ex. > Rev.]) was faithful in his task of caring for the flock of someone else (a priest) in the desert! Although he had sensed his responsibility to deliver the Jews from Egypt, he was now taking care of sheep and goats in obscurity!  
*After eighty years Moses had became knowledgeable in the ways of Egypt and in the ways of desert life! For what could the LORD be preparing him? For what task is the Lord preparing you, young person?   
	*From Pharaoh’s palace to the backside of the desert the LORD wanted to meet with His servant at Horeb (“desert” [17x] = Sinai [Dt. 5:2]), “the mountain of God” (Ex. 4:27; 18:5; I Ki. 19:8). 
Ex. 3:2
	*The Jews sought and received miraculous signs to accredit the will of the LORD (I Cor. 1:22).  The “angel of the LORD” (Christophany) appeared to Moses as a flame (Dt. 4:24; Heb. 12:29) in the midst of a burning bush.  The bush burned but was not consumed. Why some worthless shrub? Or why some “still small voice” (cf. I Ki. 19:12). The Lord begins to deal with His saints in some inexplicable way when they are in the place of God’s presence with His truth (i.e., Baptist assembly).
Ex. 3:3-4
	*The narrative seemed to start slow (“I will now turn…”) and became very developed. Moses remembered the details of his thought process and actions (cf. Acts 7:30-36)!
	*The LORD saw him turned and called him from the midst of the bush, attracting his attention with the double “Moses, Moses” (cf. Gen. 22:11; 46:2; I Sam. 3:19; Lk. 10:41; 22:31; Acts 9:4). The duplication was for identification and urgency! He responded “Here am I.”
Ex. 3:5-6
	*The LORD began teaching Moses that the approach to the presence of Jehovah was sanctified (Ex. 40:12, 34-38) and that the mountain of God was “holy ground.”
*Jehovah identified Himself as the God of the “father” (collective singular) of patriarchs about whom Moses would know from his godly Jewish parents.  Moses feared to look at the representation of God as the burning bush. 
Ex. 3:7-8
	*The LORD began to unfold His pity, plan, and person to deal with the problem of the Jews. The family of Jacob has now become “my people” as a “nation” (Ex. 19:6)!  The LORD had not forgotten the affliction, cry, and sorrows of Israel (cf. Heb. 13:5-6). 
	*The Lord elaborated on His special plan for His special people.  He personally would come down to deliver them from Egypt to the good land, which was large, with milk and honey, a choice piece of real-estate, inhabited by the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites (in Jerusalem!).  
Ex. 3:9-10
	*Jehovah repeated His burden for the cry of Israel because of oppression of Egypt to Moses. The Lord wanted a human vessel to carry out the heavenly vision for deliverance. Who would volunteer for this audacious plan?  
*There was only one man in human history that had been sufficiently prepared, and that man was “thee”!  The plan is simple: go to Pharaoh and deliver the Lord’s people!  Any questions!  Moses had the divine command and the presence of Jehovah. These were all that Moses needed.   
Ex. 3:11
	*After 40 years of shepherding sheep and goats, Moses apparently thought he was a “nobody,” and his zeal to deliverer the Jews had waned and basically was gone (2:13-14)!  The LORD is not looking for “hot shots” who have all the answers!
	*Moses had five protests against the will of the LORD (cf. 3:11, 13; 4:1, 10, 13)!  He set the stage for future servants to resist the Lord’s will for one’s life (with “clever/irrefutable” excuses! Can’t means won’t; challenge the LORD! See how that works out!) > Isa. 6:5;  Jer. 1:5-7; 20:7-9; Amos 3:8; 7:14-15; 
	*First, repeating the divine commission, either in fear or false humility, Moses said, “Who am I” (II Cor. 2:16).  Consider the magnitude of the call and the insufficiency of the vessel!
Ex. 3:12
	*The LORD had a ready two-fold response: His presence (“I will be with thee” [Gen. 26:3; 31:3; Dt. 31:23; Josh. 1:5; Jdg. 6:16]) and a “token” (i.e., sign > “burning bush” [?]) or something more on Mount Sinai? > Ex. 24:9-10! 
Ex. 3:13
	*The 2nd objection was the authority by which he would lead Israel. Although the name Jehovah was known by Adam and Eve (Gen. 4:1) and Cain and his descendants (Gen. 4:26), the Jews would apparently want to know the meaning of His name in their present circumstance (cf. Ex. 6:3; 9:27-28).  *Egypt had their “gods” (‘elohiym) but the LORD was the “LORD of LORDS” (Rev. 19:16).  
Ex. 3:14-15
	*The LORD responded with two answers: 1) the meaning of Jehovah, and 2) the expansion of v. 13, and including the past and future reality of His Person.   
	*The proper name Jehovah is built off of the Hebrew “to be” verb hayah (74x) and means literally “the ever being One.” The KJV rendering “I AM THAT I AM” is the exact and perfect rendering of the Hebrew text.  It prepared for the future “I am” expressions of the Lord Jesus of the Greek ego eimi (Jn. 6:48; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 18:6).
	*He expanded on “The LORD God of your fathers” and promised this name as a “memorial” for ever to the Jews.  Satan has attacked the memorial name Jehovah, replacing it with the non-biblical name “Yahweh” made up by apostates in the middle of the 19th century.   
	*Ryrie gives the common heretical argument for replacing Jehovah with Yahweh, saying, “The LORD (Heb., Yahweh) was not pronounced in later years by pious Jews for fear of violating the command in Ex. 20:7.  Instead, they substituted the word Adonai (Lord) whenever Yahweh occurred.”  NO, they did not! The last writing prophet Malachi (c. 450 BC) used Jehovah in 1:1.  Ryrie and the “scholars’ union”
	have rejected the Masoretic Hebrew and follow the unpointed Hebrew, extra biblical sources, & LXX!
	*Bible Critics have alleged that Jews followed the teaching or sentiments of the “pre-first century LXX” (sic) which reads “he that names the name of the Lord, let him die the death” (Lev. 24:16).  Therefore Jews substitute “Hashem” (“the name”) or “G-D” for the name Jehovah.  The redeemed Bride of Christ will sing throughout eternity Alleluia (literally “praise Jehovah” [Rev. 19:1, ff.)!
Ex. 3:16
	*The LORD gave additional detail to the plan for deliverance, saying “go, and gather” the elders (heads of 12 tribes) and tell them of the visit of the LORD God (Jehovah ‘Elohiym= God the Son) and Jesus’ desire to deliver them from Egypt for all that they have done (cf. Gen. 50:24).   
Ex. 3:17
	*Moses was to deliver the message from Jehovah to the elders and have them accompany him before Pharaoh. The plan was simple: Go to Pharaoh and deliver Israel (v. 10).  Moses and the elders were the human vessels but the LORD would bring them out of the affliction of Egypt!
	*The LORD had already promised a glorious future to the descendents of Abraham about their own piece of real estate: from the Nile to the Euphrates (Gen. 15:18-21).  Although there were the dreaded “ites” in the Land, it flowed with milk and honey (Ex. 3:8).  
Ex. 3:18	
	*The LORD had prepared the people and the elders for deliverance (v. 7) and assured Moses of their support as they confronted Pharaoh.  The Lord gave them the message of authority (“LORD God of the Hebrews” [God the Son]), the request (“let us go”), the details (“three days’ journey”), and the reason (to “sacrifice to the LORD our God”). Would the elders go back to Egypt? Apparently, they would!
Ex. 3:19
	*The LORD knew that the elders would hearken to Moses but that Pharaoh would not!  In fact, Pharaoh would not respond initially to the mighty hand of the LORD until His ten plagues were accomplished.  
	*Jehovah forewarned Moses and the elders about Pharaoh’s rejection so that they would not misconstrue the divine call (cf. Amos 3:7)!  The call of God is not about immediate success, but about putting forth truth to an audience that might reject (cf. Ex. 5:22-23).  This was the beginning of the “Jeremiah Syndrome” (Jer. 20:7-9; cf. also Isa. 55:11)!  
Ex. 3:20-22
	*The LORD promised to stretch out his mighty hand in the judgments on the plagues, allowing Pharaoh to resist the wonders (Plagues) which were against his deities (Ex. 12:12; Num. 33:4). The mighty hand of God will free the Israelites!  The promise of victory after 400 years of enslavement was about to be fulfilled (Gen. 15:13; cf. Acts 7:6). The Lord repeated patriarchal promises to encourage Moses.
	*In Israel’s departure from Egypt, the people would “come out with great substance” (cf. Gen. 15:14). As a victorious people, the Jews would “borrow” or plunder defeated Egypt spoiling her to the extent that the women would take the fine jewelry and deck out their children (Ex. 11:2-3; 12:35-36). 
Ex. 4:1
	*With the 400 year hiatus of no divine revelation, Moses therefore had more concerns about his divine call.  His third protest required credentials for the unbelief of the people of Israel. He anticipated that the people would deny any divine appearance of the LORD.  The extensive and detailed call of Moses allowed the audience and Moses to recognize and Jehovah to reveal the great historical and eschatological significance of Israel’s exodus! 
	*The first half of this chapter divides into three parts: 1) The Powerful Signs for confirmation (vv. 1-9), 2) The Problem Solving of Moses’ speech (vv. 10-12), and 3) The Provisional Servant of Aaron (vv. 13-17).
Ex. 4:2-5
	*The LORD accredited His prophets with signs and wonders (Dt. 13:1-3) and He gave the prophet Moses (Dt. 18:15; 34:10) the first of three signs.  The “rod” was a shepherd’s staff of authority. 
	*He cast the rod to the ground and it became a “serpent” (nachash [Gen. 3:1]), and he caught it by the tail and it became his rod, showing authority over the demonic Egyptians to the Jews (see Ex. 7:15)!
Ex. 4:6-7
	*Jehovah continued to deal with His reluctant servant who had five protests against the will of the LORD (cf. 3:11, 13; 4:1, 10, 13)!  Who am I?, what authority?, what credentials?, can’t speak!, and send Aaron!  The gracious God gave three signs for credentials to Moses including the first sign of the staff/serpent miracle (the Shepherd is superior to the serpent!). 
	*The second sign was that of “leprosy” (6x) which turned his hand “leprous as snow” (cf. also Lev. 13:44; Num. 12:10).  Leprosy affected skin and health, making garments and houses unclean!  
*As he put his hand in his bosom and pulled it out and then put it in again, the LORD showed Moses that he had miraculous power to inflict judgment and/or restore deliverance, through plagues (Ex. 9:28)! 
Ex. 4:8-9
	*The Lord recognized the response of the Jewish brethren and anticipated their rejection with His third sign of affirmation.  The “voice” of Moses declaring I AM sent me would have the affirmation of three miracles of establishing testimony or witnesses that Jehovah had indeed called and sent Moses.  *Jehovah’s three voices of miracles substantiated His voice from the burning bush calling Moses!  
	*The third sign was the miracle of turning the water of the Nile into blood on the dry land. The blood of the innocent male babies drowned in the Nile (cf. 1:22) witnessed to their murder. Jehovah reminded that Abel’s blood “crieth unto me from the ground” (Gen. 4:10)!  The first plague was judgment on the Egyptians for their infanticide (Ex. 7:17-25) and the repudiation of the Nile deity Hapi.
Ex. 4:10
	*Nevertheless, Moses had the 4th excuse about his voice, albeit speaking eloquently with ready speech and a quick tongue.  The prophet Moses with the gift of prophecy attempted to excuse himself, perhaps challenged by his spiritual gift, saying he was “not eloquent” (“not a man of words”). Furthermore, he argued wordily, “neither heretofore, nor since” (literally “that also from yesterday also from three days ago”). 
	*Moses admitted to Jehovah that he was “thy servant” but that he just could not serve in that capacity! 
*In addition, he rapidly claimed he was “slow of speech” (“heavy mouth”) and eloquently averred that he was “of a slow tongue” (“heavy tongue”).  In contradiction, Stephen observed that Moses “was mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22)!
*The servant of the LORD feared he could not readily answer objections from the Jews and Pharaoh, although he had rapid fire responses to Jehovah! “Who is sufficient for these things?” (II Cor. 2:16; 3:5; 12:9).  Who better than Moses to speak to Pharaoh since he was experienced in the royal court?!
Ex. 4:11-12
	*The LORD queried Moses in response his 4th objection!  The man Moses was the manifestation of the vibrating words of the Creator God who made man to function as a servant. Who created the mouth? Obviously, Jehovah made the mouth, ears, and eyes of fallen man, so that even with adamic disabilities he may serve in some capacity. The Lord is not interested in “golden tongues,” but in faithful servants!
	*The Lord had an answer to all four objections. The issue was not about the power of man but the power of the Messiah. Moses became the case study in refusing the divine call of God! How will this turn out!
Ex. 4:13
	*The former burden of proud Moses to be a “deliverer” of his brethren was gone! Finally, Moses revealed the real reason—rebellion! Literally, he said “by the hand of anyone else send’!
Ex. 4:14-17
	*Jehovah’s call and commission to Moses was audible and clear: out of the miraculous burning bush came the clear plan to use Moses, the former wannabe “deliverer” (2:11-14), to go to Pharaoh and deliver the Jews! After the Lord’s servant said “Here am I” (3:4; 4:10), heart rebellion began!  “Clever” Moses had 5 solid and irrefutable excuses for refusal (cf. 3:11, 13; 4:1, 10, 13)! 
	*The LORD mercifully exposed the rebellious heart of Moses and “kindled” (literally “burned”) “anger” (literally “had long nostrils of His nose”) against His “servant” Moses!
	*Rebellion brought consequences!  1) Eloquent and quick tongued Moses would still have to go to Egypt and speak (no more excuses or discussion!). 2) His brother Aaron the “Levite” (26x) was coming to meet Moses, but he would have the honor of the Levitical priesthood (I Chr. 23:13), and not Moses! 3) Aaron would have a glad heart (to serve)! 4) God would speak to Moses who would speak to Aaron who would speak to the people. 5) Moses would still have to perform signs with his rod (4:2)!
	*Moses would be the representation of God (cf. Ex. 7:1) and Aaron would be the representation of the mouth of Moses. Furthermore, the LORD would teach them what to say!
Ex. 4:18
	*The battle of “wills” was over!  “Moses went.” How profitable is refusing the Lord’s will?!  
	*He went to Jethro and requested leave to go to Egypt and check on the existence of the Jews. After serving 40 years and now 80 years old, Moses found Jethro ready to relinquish him and said, “Go in peace.”  In the sovereignty of Jehovah He worked in the hearts of Aaron and Jethro to execute his plan with Moses.  All the principals in the scenario were in harmony with the divine plan including Moses!
Ex. 4:19-20
	*Leaving Sinai and returning to Midian for approval, the Lord told Moses that his enemies had died.  
	*Showing respect to Jethro, he took his wife Zipporah (Lady Bird) and sons Gershom and Eliezer and returned to Egypt with his ordinary rod which Jehovah would empower! 
Ex. 4:21-23
	*The LORD rehearsed the essential plan and the reaction of Pharaoh.  Moses was to go to Egypt, meet Pharaoh, and do wonders in his presence with the rod.  Nevertheless, the Lord would “harden his heart” and he would not let the people go. The expression “I will harden” (chazaq [290x]) would result when Jehovah brings spiritual truth into all men’s lives to see if they will “strengthen” their unbelief or their faith.  Ten times Jehovah hardened his heart, and ten times Pharaoh hardened his heart (e.g., Ex. 8:15). The Lord told Joshua to “be strong” (chazaq) in faith and cross the Jordan (Josh. 1:6, 7, 9, 18). 
	*He was to claim for Jehovah that all of “Israel is my son” and they are “my firstborn” or pre-eminent one.  The Gnostic Pharaoh no doubt thought that he was the pre-eminent “son of the gods” of Egypt (Ex. 12:12)!  The firstborn had all rights, privileges, and responsibilities.  David (Ps. 89:26-27), NK (Jer. 31:9), and Jesus (Rom 8:29) are called the LORD’s firstborn!
	*Pharaoh was warned to free the Lord’s firstborn or He would slay Pharaoh’s firstborn (Ex.11:5).
Ex. 4:24-26
	*Rebellious Moses was also disobedient!  He disobeyed the command to circumcise Gershom (Gen. 17:10).  How could Jehovah deal with His firstborn if his servant Moses would not obey with Gershom?
	While on his way to Egypt at the inn, the Lord wanted to slay Moses. Disgusted Zipporah recognized the peril of disobedience and circumcised their firstborn to spare the life of her “bloody husband” Moses.
Ex. 4:27-28
	*So Moses, how did it work out when you rebelled against God’s call and disobeyed by listening to Zipporah?  Well, the LORD retracted His call and didn’t care if I obeyed about Gershom! Wrong!  Now that the LORD didn’t kill you, you are still going to Egypt with rod and to face Pharaoh, and also you lost the great privilege for you and your sons to be over the Levitical Priesthood! Any Remorse? 
	*After 40 years of being absent from Moses, eighty-three year old Aaron responded to Jehovah to meet Moses in the wilderness at Horeb (cf. 3:1). Upon finding him, Aaron kissed Moses!
	*Moses had to recount God’s call and commission along with the rod and signs. Moses had sent his wife and sons back to Jethro (Ex. 18:2).
Ex. 4:29-31
	*The narrative moved forward with the two brothers meeting with the elders of Israel (leaders of tribes [see Ex. 18:25]).
	*Aaron spoke the words of Moses and “did (singular) the signs” before the people.  The Jewish people, always needing signs (I Cor. 1:22), believed about the LORD’s concern for their affliction and worshipped Him (Jer. 2:2-3; 3:14).  
Ex. 5:1-2
	*Somehow Moses, Aaron, and the elders (Ex. 3:18) gained an audience with Pharaoh and demanded that he “let my people go” (9x) on the authority of the LORD God (God the Son Jesus).  Pharaoh was located in NE Delta capital city Zoan later named Tanis (Ps. 78:12, 43-52).
	*They had a simple request to have a feast in the wilderness where they would sacrifice “sacred” (!) animals (cf. Ex. 8:26).   
	*Pharaoh was over the polytheistic system of Egypt and the LORD was not one of his deities. He asked with great contempt about the Jew’s “weak” Deity (!) over these hapless slaves, “who is the LORD” (Jehovah, not Yahweh [he had not yet studied under German critics!]).  He was not going to obey the Jews’ Deity since he did not know Him in his panoply of deities!  Arrogant Pharaoh said, NO!
Ex. 5:3
	*In milder terms they recast the request that the God of Hebrews met with the Jewish leaders and asked Pharaoh (please) “let us go” three days into desert to sacrifice to “Jehovah our God.”
	*However, they followed with a warning about dire consequences such as a coming pestilence (see Ex. 9:15; Ps. 78:50) or invader (1:9-10)! 
Ex. 5:4
	*Adamant Pharaoh countered with the supposed wrongdoing of Moses and Aaron, encouraging the “lazy” Israelites to have a break from their burdens!  They all need to get back to their hard labor, even including Moses and Aaron!  The LORD was right—Pharaoh hardened his heart (3:19)!
Ex. 5:5-8
	*His accusation leveled against the two admitted that the number of Jews was great (1:7), and that they have a lot of hard work to do.  Any respite may allow Jews to multiply again and he would lose his large work force!  In his wicked heart, Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters and Jewish officers to increase the burdens upon the Jews by withholding straw (basically fodder for livestock), but forcing them to gather from the countryside their own straw!  The “tale” (“measure,” quota) not to be diminished for “slackers” who wanted to leave (cf. Ex. 5:23)!
Ex. 5:9-14
	*(v. 9): Pharaoh continued with his harsh instructions but also attempted to discredit Moses with the expression “vain words” (sheqer > “lying”) words (Ps. 12:1-8)!  Whose words would stand (Jer. 44:28). The people rejected the words of Moses and the LORD commanded that Moses continue speaking (Ex. 6:9-12; 7:1-7).  Man’s responsibility is to preach God’s Words in faith; let God deal with results!
	*(vv. 10-13): the taskmasters repeated Pharaoh’s orders for the Jews to find any stubble for straw and still meet their daily quota!
	*(v. 14): The Egyptian taskmasters beat the Jewish officers to pressure the Jews to meet the daily quotas, and had all of the Jews, officers and slaves, opposed to Moses and Aaron (see 5:21).
Ex. 5:15-21
	*(vv. 15-17): Unbeknownst by the Jewish servants about Moses’ request and the counter “no straw policy,” they asked about harshness. The Jews blamed the Egyptians and Pharaoh’s retort was curt, “ye are idle…ye are idle” (“slackers”).  He accused the Jews as he did Moses that they wanted a break by sacrificing to Jehovah. 
	*(vv. 18-19): Unrelenting, Pharaoh demanded that they go back to work and to not diminish their quota. The officers recognized their situation was an “evil (ra`) case” and they had no recourse.  
	*(vv. 20-21): Moses and Aaron waited for the officers to exit from Pharaoh and received their strong condemnation.  They wanted Jehovah to judge the two because Moses/Aaron made “our savour to be abhorred” (literally “our presence to stink”) and gave Pharaoh an excuse to kill the Jews! (Sometimes pastors attempt to do good for Christians/churches, and Satan thwarts, the people blame the leaders!).
Ex. 5:22-23
	*(v. 22): From a human perspective, Moses had a justifiable complaint: Moses and Aaron obeyed and failure occurred!  In fact, the situation got worse! Why was I sent?  Cf. Jer. 20:7.
	*(v. 23): Moses spoke in the name of Jehovah. Pharaoh intensified hardships. The LORD did not deliver!  Obviously, the call and the commission were illegitimate since there were no immediate results! The delay in time was for Jehovah to work His plagues, and was a way to test and strengthen their faith (Heb. 11:6)!  Jehovah wanted Moses and Aaron to “harden” their respective hearts (cf. Dt. 31:33; Josh. 1:6; I Cor. 16:13; II Tim. 2:1)! The LORD already prophesied the response of Pharaoh (3:19). 
Ex. 6:1	
	*Following the Complaint of Moses (5:22-23), the LORD gave His Covenant (6:1-9), and then His Commands (6:10-13).  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD” (Isa. 55:8).  Remember: “God meant it unto good” (Gen. 50:20).
*When Jehovah was done with Pharaoh through the plagues, the king with his “strong hand” demand with imperatives, “Rise up, and get you forth” (Ex.12:31).
Ex. 6:2-3
	*God reminded Moses, saying “I am the LORD” (literally “I Jehovah”).   His name is built off of the Hebrew “to be” verb hayah (74x) as the ever-present One Who guarantees the future!  It prepared for the future “I am” expressions of the Lord Jesus of the Greek ego eimi (Jn. 6:48; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 18:6).
	*In the past the LORD was known as “God Almighty” (El Shaddai [Gen. 17:1; 28:3; 35:11]), albeit also Jehovah (Gen. 4:26).  Now he will be “with” (Ex. 3:12) Israel as the Deliverer (cf.  5:23; Rom. 11:26)!
Ex. 6:4-5
	*Moses and the people needed to learn that Jehovah was true to His promises, and especially with regard to His Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:7).  He promised Canaan to the seed of Abraham but the patriarchs did not secure it. 
	*The LORD had heard their groanings because of Egypt and remembered His covenant (see Ex. 2:24).  
Ex. 6:6-8
	*God began to explain what JEHOVAH meant with His “I will” declarations. Actually, the verbs are the “prophetic perfect” form or past tense renderings.  He asserted “I will bring out” (brought out), “I will rid” (delivered), and “I will redeem” (redeemed) you.
	*Further, He explained “I will take you” and “I will be to you a God” (two more perfect verbs). The LORD promised ownership and identification with the children of Israel as their God and them His people (see Hos. 2:23; Dt. 7:6).  They would know that I Am is their God.  He would deliver them from under the burden of the Egyptians.  
	*The land that He swore to the patriarchs He promised to give as an inheritance to the current generation (two more prophetic perfects). “I am the LORD.” His seven declarations (“I will…”) described what he meant earlier in v. 3. They would now know what He meant! Their future deliverance was determined! 
Ex. 6:9-12
	*As the mouthpiece for the LORD, Moses again spoke about Jehovah’s promises but they rejected his message for “anguish of spirit” (literally “shortness of breath”). They despaired with depression because there was no hope from the cruel bondage”!  (Those facing grief often experience successive and repetitive stages of DABDA> Denial, Anger, Bargaining, Depression, Acceptance)! 
	*The Lord attempted to encourage Moses to go back to Pharaoh and request him to let the people go!
	*Moses retorted that the people did not hearken to him and why would Pharaoh! He argued that he had “uncircumcised lips” or the inability to speak well—his old & tired 4th argument (cf. 4:10). 
Ex. 6:13-30
	*(vv. 13-25): The LORD spread out the responsibility to the descendents of the sons of Jacob, namely Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, and placed Amram and Jochebed in the lineage of Levi with Aaron ultimately over the Levitical priesthood because of Moses’ stubborn rebellion (4:14).
	*(v. 26): Only by God’s grace were “Aaron and Moses” (reversed order) chosen to accomplish this daunting task with the first reference to the vast number of Jews which constituted “their armies.” Cf. “But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments” (Ex. 7:4; 12:51; 13:18).
	*(vv. 27-30): With repetition, Moses the writer emphasized the LORD’s command and Moses’ puny excuse: “I am of uncircumcised lips”! In Moses’ writings he had to testify of his own rebellious heart! (Have you ever said to yourself “I remember when I said NO to the Lord and remember how it went”?).
Ex. 7:1
	*In the transfer of divine authority and power to Moses, Jehovah designated His prophet Moses as “a god” (‘elohiym) to Pharaoh, or the representative of God, as the LORD stated earlier (4:16). Likewise, Aaron would be the designated prophet of Moses. God’s prophet was Moses; “god” Moses’ prophet was Aaron! Saints are “gods” to the world with the divine truth (see Ps. 82:1, 6; Jn. 10:33-36). 
Ex. 7:2-5
	*Jehovah was going to demonstrate the meaning of JEHOVAH (Ex. 6:3) to Moses, Aaron, the Jews, and to Pharaoh!  His seven “I Will” statements will be definitive and will define! See Jer. 16:21!
	*(v. 2): The LORD repeated His plan with His personnel, namely Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh about deliverance of the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
*(v. 3): His plan included the hardening of the heart of Pharaoh (and the heart of everyone else!) by producing “my signs” and “my wonders” in Egypt (via the ten plagues [Ex. 9:14; 11:1; 12:13]).  
	*(v. 4): Although Pharaoh would not initially hearken to the men, the LORD wanted to deal with the Egyptians to bring forth “mine armies…my people” by His “great judgments” (i.e., plagues)!
*(v. 5): He also wanted the Egyptians to know Who is “I am the LORD.”  The greater good that Jehovah desired was that Moses, Aaron, the Jews, Pharaoh, and the Egyptians would recognize the call for repentance and salvation provided by God’s judgments and accompanied by divine grace. He invited the Jews and Egyptians to believe and be saved (Ex. 8:10, 22; 9:14, 16, 29; 14:4, 8), as some did in the “mixed multitude” (Ex. 12:38).
Ex. 7:6-7
	*Moses noted that he and Aaron obeyed the Lord’s commandment, even in their noted advanced ages of eighty and eighty-three, respectively. Whether one is young or old, obedience is expected. These octogenarians needed to obey because their culminating service for the LORD was about to begin!  (Maybe if you obey in your youth, the LORD will give you the opportunity and privilege to obey at 80)! 
Ex. 7:8-9
*In the second meeting with Pharaoh, the duo Jewish ministers would be challenged by the king to produce some validation for their claims.  Aaron was the “prophet” before Pharaoh and Moses was to command Aaron to take the “rod” and cast it before haughty Pharaoh for the miracle of the transformed “serpent” (cf. 4:2 ff. [nachash]). But now the change of nouns to the Hebrew tanniyn related to the occultic symbol of Egypt: “Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon (tanniym) that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and I have made it for myself” (Ezk. 29:3; cf. also Ps. 74:13). 
Ex. 7:10-13
*(v. 10): With repetition, Moses recorded the obedience of him and Aaron, and the rod was cast down before Pharaoh and his servants and became a serpent.  
	*(v. 11): But Pharaoh had his own “bag of tricks” and called for his “wise men” (chacam [137x > hokum > hocas pocas] > magical trickery), “sorcerers” (cashaph [6x]), and “magicians” (chartom [11x]). They used their “enchantments” (lahat [2x]) and produced actual serpents by the permissive will of the only Creator God. Paul identified two of these occultists, saying, “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith” (II Tim. 3:8).  The False Prophet will have supernatural power to deceive the world (Rev. 13:12-14). 
	*(vv. 12-13): The magicians cast down their rods and “they became serpents.” The verb “became” is the Hebrew “to be” (hayah) verb which certainly suggests “came into existence.”  The rods/serpents of the Egyptians were no match for the rod/serpent of Aaron which swallowed their rods. Something natural and supernatural occurred in the miracle.   Pharaoh was defeated and hardened his heart (v. 4).
Ex. 7:14
	*Thus far the LORD had been preparing the Deliverer Moses; now the turning point of the narrative was to prepare Pharaoh for the Deliverance!  He began to draw out the plagues so everyone, Moses, Israel and Egypt, and Pharaoh, would know that divine judgment fell on Egypt and her deities, and that Moses was indeed the Deliverer, and that Israel would be willing to enter into a spiritual relationship with God. 
	*As the LORD predicted, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and not ready to let the people go (Ex. 4:21).
Ex. 7:15-16
	*The LORD knew the pattern of Pharaoh to wash daily in the sacred water of the Nile deity Hapi. Moses was to confront Pharaoh on the edge of the river with his rod (Ex. 4:2). He gave the purpose, the message, and the rebuke for this morning visit. He had been sent by the God Jehovah of the Hebrews to challenge Pharaoh with the imperative “let my people go” (Ex. 5:1), since he rejected the first request (Ex. 5:2-4).  The LORD in His grace gave Pharaoh the opportunity to harden in unbelief or faith!
Ex.7:17-18
	*With his warning, Moses prophesied the immediate result that the Nile would be turned to blood, the fish would die, the river would stink, and the Nile water would be impotable.  Further, Hapi would not be happy! This was a supernatural miracle and not just a coincidence wherein the natural cyclical phenomenon of red soil washing in from other streams occurred at this exact time. The water became “blood” (dam [361x]), just as the Lord Jesus changed water into “wine” (i.e., grape juice [Hab. 2:15])!
Ex. 7:19-20
	*The rod was the possession of Moses even though he directed Aaron to use it (cf. Ex. 17:5). The First Plague had far reaching consequences as the waters “became” (hayah > “to be” verb) blood.  It impacted the Nile, the other rivers, ponds, pools of water, and water in vessels of wood and stone. Since water was the source for life and daily living, the Egyptians would recognize that Hapi was helpless!  The Plague lasted at least seven days (cf. Ex. 7:25)! 
	*Moses and Aaron obeyed in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants and the miracle occurred.  
Ex. 7:21-22
	*The predicted results occurred with dead fish and stinking water, as blood replaced water throughout Egypt.  During the Tribulation, the Second and Third Vial Plagues (see Rev. 11:6) will change water into blood on the seas and rivers for men to drink since they have shed the blood of saints (Rev. 16:2-6).     
	*Pharaoh called for his magicians to reduplicate the miracle of turning water into blood but there is no evidence that they did!  Why wouldn’t they attempt to turn blood into water?!  Nevertheless, the heart of Pharaoh was hardened. He did not hearken to the duo.
Ex. 7:23-25
	*The king rejected the divine judgment and went home, and did not contemplate the miracle plague! 
	*There was no potable water available in the Nile so the Egyptians had to dig for subterranean water to find uncontaminated water to drink. Whether it was bloodless or not, at least there was no dead fish in this water.  They had to sin by consuming blood (Gen. 9:4).  Now, the Egyptians had to do extensive manual labor all over Egypt to obtain a substantial water supply.   
	*The miracle lasted at least a week, threatening the very population of Egypt. The Plague did not affect the Jews.  A secondary thought occurs since the Lord Jesus is the water of life (cf. Jn. 4:14), upon His rejection He will take away water from those who reject Him (cf. Lk. 16:24; Rev. 16:2-6; 21:6; 22:17).
Ex. 8:1
	*Round Two began with both opponents still standing!  The LORD took the offensive with the same barrage as earlier.  Moses was to instruct with the demand to Pharaoh to “Let my people go” (5:1 [9x]). 
Ex. 8:2-5
	*The LORD gave the Condition, the Consequences, and the Command of the Second Plague[s] (cf. Ex. 9:14 and 11:1).  First, He gave the Conditional particle “if” for the potential refusal. Second, Jehovah laid out the multitude of Consequences:  1) All the borders would be smitten with frogs (Heqet > frog goddess).  2) The many frogs (tzephardea`) would come from the Nile.   3) The frogs would invade the house, the bedchamber, the bed, the servants’ quarters, the people, the ovens (frog legs, anyone!), the kneadingtroughs, and come upon the Pharaoh, the people, and all the servants! 
	*Third, the LORD gave the Command to Aaron through Moses to stretch forth the rod over streams, rivers, and, ponds to cause the invasion of frogs throughout Egypt. 
Ex. 8:6-7
	*In obedience to the LORD, Aaron did so and frogs covered Egypt except for Goshen (Gen. 47:6; Ex. 8:22; 9:26).  Everywhere, the croaking, crawling, critters crept continually covering the country! 
	*The mindless magicians made muddy migrants meandering among the men ministering more misery!  They “did” (`asah) so and brought up additional frogs, attempting to duplicate the miracle (cf. 7:22). No doubt they prayed to Heqet for more frogs to show their supposed power, since the ubiquity of frogs was not enough.  Jannes and Jambres attempted to withstand Moses with more frogs!  Clever move!
Ex. 8:8
	*Pharaoh recognized that he was in a serious fight as the body blows (the tiny army of invading frogs) were starting to have impact. He acknowledged that Moses and Aaron had supernatural power and that Jehovah needed to be entreated (cf. 5:2)!  He made a request and promise: eliminate the frogs and the Jews may sacrifice to the LORD!  
Ex. 8:9-11
	*Who was testing whom? Pharaoh tested Moses about the extent of his power! But Moses gave Pharaoh the “upper hand” in choosing the appointed time, saying, “Glory over me”—you decide when!
	*Moses: When shall I pray to Jehovah for the end of the frog plague?  Pharaoh set the time: tomorrow!
	*Since Jehovah could remove the frogs at anytime, Pharaoh would learn the exclusivity of the “LORD our God.” Moses promised that the frogs would remain in the Nile. Heqet would have her frogs back—all dead and stinking (the LORD destroyed 185,000 Assyrians in one night [II Ki. 19:35])!
Ex. 8:12-15
	*The duo left the presence of Pharaoh and Moses “cried” (in earnest and with intensity) to Jehovah because of the frogs that He “had brought” (literally “layed upon”) against the king. By faith Moses had to trust the LORD through the whole process of plagues, learning Who Jehovah was (Ex. 6:3)!
	*On the morrow the LORD honored Moses, “according to the word of Moses,” as Moses had honored Pharaoh “according to thy word” (v. 10).  The frogs died throughout houses, villages, and fields. Which was worse in the bedchambers and beds (v. 3), living frogs or dead frogs? 
*Nevertheless, the Egyptians had to do more hard labor by gathering the frogs in heaps, causing a great stink!  Where was “sweet” Heqet when she was needed?  Did they die on her statues?
	*Jehovah was in control, and allowed the respite so Pharaoh’s heart could be hardened (in unbelief)! 
Ex. 8:16-17
	*Round three began with Pharaoh battered but still defiant. The frogs were gone and Egypt back to normality. Without warning the LORD commanded Aaron through Moses to strike the dust (`aphar) of the land with the rod to produce lice (cinnim) throughout (Ps. 105:31). Presumably, this was the attack upon Geb, the deity over the bounty of the soil (Ex.  12:12; Num. 33:4). 
	*Aaron obeyed and smote the dust and it turned to lice upon man and beast throughout Egypt (cf. Rev. 9:3 ff.).  Man was made from dust (Gen. 2:7) and now he is attacked by lice from dust!
Ex. 8:18-19
	*Again, Jannes (“he is vexed”) and Jambres (“foamy healer”) went to their deity Geb with “enchantments” (lat [6x]) to prove they could produce tiny little lice, and they could NOT!  They could produce blood and frogs, but not lice?  Was Pharaoh relieved that they could not produce more lice?
	*The magicians failed and admitted to Pharaoh “that this is the finger of God” (cf. Ex. 31:18; Dt. 9:10; Lk. 11:20); it was not the “hand of God” (cf. I Sam. 5:11) but merely His finger (the “pinky”?)!
	*Nevertheless, the heart of Pharaoh was hardened in unbelief!
Ex.8:20-21
	*As the battle continued in round four, Pharaoh knew that the powerful opponent was the God of Israel, obviously stronger than any of his deities so far.  But, of course, Pharaoh thought he was deity!
	*The duo received instruction from Jehovah to meet Pharaoh worshipping and washing at the Nile (maybe same spot where baby Moses was found by the daughter of Pharaoh (Ex. 2:5 ff.). 
	*The message was the same but the Plague was different: “swarms of flies” (`arov [9x]).  The fly was the symbol of Egypt (Isa. 7:18).  The deity was probably Khepri whose power was to control insects and pests.  These pests came upon Pharaoh, his magicians, the people, the houses, and the ground. 
Ex. 8:22-24
	*A new truth arose that Jehovah would make a distinction between the Egyptians and the Hebrews with regard to Goshen (Gen. 45:10). The land of Goshen would not receive the plagues, showing that Jehovah was not merely a local deity but over all of the earth, and specifically protecting Goshen in Egypt!  “I am the LORD” takes on additional knowledge as to “Who is the LORD?” (Ex. 5:2).
	*The “division” (peduth) would start “to morrow” (see v. 10) as a sign to all, including hardhearted Pharaoh! The LORD fulfilled the fourth plague and “corruption” came, contaminating the land.
Ex. 8:25-26
	*Reeling from the fierce blows of the LORD, Pharaoh developed a different strategy. He called for the duo and commanded with two imperatives that they “go” and “sacrifice” in the land.  
	*Moses recognized the trick of Pharaoh that they sacrifice their cattle (an Egyptian abomination) in the presence of the Egyptians who would stone the Jews (and eliminate the plagues [!?]).
Ex. 8:27-29
	*Moses countered with the original request to go three days into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD. Proud Pharaoh agreed, but weakly, saying “don’t go too far away.” He desired to be entreated!   
	*Moses agreed and warned Pharaoh about dealing deceitfully by changing his permission. Jehovah gave Moses the ability to make the “art of the deal” since he had the spiritual advantage over Pharaoh.
Ex. 8:30-32
	*Moses entreated, the swarms disappeared, Pharaoh hardened his heart, and reneged his promise!
Ex. 9:1-4
	*Paralleling the Second Plague, the LORD instructed Moses to visit Pharaoh and demand that he let the people of Jehovah go to serve Him. Moses was to warn Pharaoh with the conditional “if” he refused, the “hand” of God, not the “finger” (see 8:19) would be upon the cattle “in the field” (cf. Ex. 9:19, 25).  
	*He would send “a very grievous murrain” (literally “a heavy plague” (Ps. 78:48-50) on the horses, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep, which disease would be fatal to these animals (Fifth Plague)! 
	*Since Moses was to claim “thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews” all would know that Jehovah was protecting the Jews since He would sever between the cattle of Israel and of Egypt. The cattle of the Hebrews was exempt from the plague. Even Jethro, when he heard of the plagues, said, “Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them” (Ex. 18:11; also Ex. 12:12).
Ex. 9:5-7
	*In complete control of the battle, the LORD predicted the set timing of this next blow as “tomorrow.”    
	*The interval gave time for Pharaoh, magicians, and the people to repent, since they had all experienced the trauma of blood, frogs, lice, and flies according to the promise of Jehovah. Now, the deities of cows (Hathor), of bulls (Apis), and of calves (Ra) were defeated. They had no power over animals!
*Sure enough, the cattle of Egypt died but the cattle of the Hebrews did not die, “not one.” Pharaoh checked and found that no cattle of the Jews died.  Nevertheless, the king hardened his heart.  
Ex. 9:8-12
	*Without prior notice to Pharaoh (like the Third Plague), the Jewish duo received instructions to take handfuls of “ashes of the furnace” (which symbolized Israel’s bondage making bricks in ovens [Ex. 1:14; 5:7 ff.]) and sprinkle toward heaven before Pharaoh.  This Sixth Plague was the first to affect the bodies of the Egyptians.  Again, compare Rev. 9:1 ff.!
	*The small dust became boils (see Job 2:7) upon man and animal which caused “blains” (blisters). The servants of the LORD did so and it became “a boil breaking forth with blains” on man and animal.  
*The LORD warned Israel about the “botch of Egypt” which boils started in the feet to the legs to the top of the head (Dt. 28:27, 35). No wonder the magicians could not stand because of the sore botch upon them. Pharaoh, with a hardened heart “botched” this opportunity to let the people go!
Ex. 9:13-19
	*The Seventh Plague initiated with Moses confronting Pharaoh early in the morning at the Nile with the same divine command to let the people go. The warning seemed to reveal the culminating impact of the severity of the last four Plagues. These Plagues would be “upon thine heart” and very personal upon Pharaoh himself, and meant to harden his heart in faith or unbelief. All would realize “there is none like me” as Jehovah (cf. 6:3). If the typical duration was seven days (cf. 7:20-25) then the whole series of Plagues would have been about two months, culminating with Passover (Nisan 15). 
	*The LORD spoke to Pharaoh with the warning of being smitten and cut off. He it was that “raised up” Pharaoh as King over Egypt to give him the privilege of knowing the power and person of Jehovah (cf. Rom. 9:17). Pharaoh was no “self-made” man who rose to power through his own expertise or personality!  So far, the LORD noted that Pharaoh exalted his heart and let not the Hebrews leave. 
	*Jehovah promised to send “the” greatest hail storm in Egyptian history which would kill man (& his animals) who did not believe the LORD and seek shelter for self or animals. A test of life and death!  
Ex. 9:20-21
	*Moses had promised the next Plague of the greatest grievous hail and electrical storm (v. 23; cf. also Ps. 78:47-49) in the history of Egypt to Pharaoh and the people (vv. 18-19) on the morrow. Somehow, the message was to spread to the Egyptians to shelter themselves and their animals immediately or die.  
*To the inhabitants of this dry land of Egypt which experienced so little precipitation, the warning must have been incredulous to many.  
	*The response was mixed, as some Egyptians “feared the word of the LORD” and responded in faith, and housed family and animals.  This is the proper response: fear, faith, follow the LORD! Presumably, these Egyptians began to realize Who was this Jehovah of the Hebrews, hardened their hearts in belief, and became the “mixed multitude” with their families and flocks (Ex. 12:38)!  
	*However, some responded as Pharaoh and “regarded not the word of the LORD.”
Ex. 9:22-23
	*Moses himself stretched forth his rod (earlier Aaron 7:19, et al) as commanded. The LORD sent thunder, hail and fire.   For emphasis, the fire ran along the ground and hail rained on the ground.   
Ex. 9:24-26
	*The hail fell and “fire mingled with the hail.” The verb “mingled” (mithlaqqachath) is a Hithpael or reflexive verb stem which gives the sense that the fire “was taking hold of itself” or “zigzagging back and forth trying to catch its tail!” In other words, the fire was zapping every moving thing out in the open as the hail was crushing the land of people, animals, and vegetation! It was “very grievous” (almost an understatement!). 
	*With emphasis, Scripture repeated the effects of the Eighth Plague saying that the hail smote everything including the herbs and trees of the field! 
	*The only exception to the Plague was in the land of Goshen, where the Hebrews lived (Gen. 47:6; Ex. 8:22). The God of the Hebrews, Jehovah, exempted His chosen people from the Plagues (see 6:3).   
Ex. 9:27-28
	*Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and Aaron in the midst of the hail storm. Who did he send and how did the messenger and Jehovah’s duo avoid the hail storm and arrive before Pharaoh in Zoan (Ps. 78:43) from Goshen?
	*Pharaoh recognized that the Hebrew God was in control (not Set/Seth) and dealing specifically with him. In an amazing but empty confession, Pharaoh confessed “I have sinned this time,” and acknowledged that “Jehovah is righteous” and “I and my people are wicked” (great theological words: “sinned” [chata’], “righteous” [tzaddiyq], “wicked” [rasha`]). Back to clever plea bargaining, Pharaoh asked the men to entreat or pray to Jehovah because literally it was “more than enough.”  He promised that he would relent (Ex. 3:19; see 6:1)!
Ex. 9:29-35
	*Gracious Moses promised that he would spread his hands in prayer and the hail storm would cease. Pharaoh would recognize that Jehovah is the only God, and He is over all of the earth (Ps. 24:1)!  
	*Nevertheless, Moses knew that Pharaoh, and Jannes and Jambres (if still alive!?) and the rest would not fear the “LORD God” (Jehovah Elohiym=Jesus the Son of God). The last reference was in Gen. 3:23 and only occured an additional 17x in Tanak.
	*The flax/barley smitten, but wheat/rie not ready until late March. Pharaoh sinned and did not relent! 
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